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'Tissue of disforiion' 
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“Rush to Judgment," the con- 
troversial book by Mark Lane 
attacking the findings of the 
Warren Commission, was de- 
, scribed Tuesday as a “tissue of; 
distortion” by one of the law-: 
vers who helped prepare the: 
commission report on the assa.s- 
sination of President Kennedy. 

The lawyer, Prof. Wesley J. 
Liebeler, of the University of| 
California at Los Ansele.s, ad- 
drcs.sed 500 students in Stanford 
University’s Cubberley Auditori- 
um in a speech sponsored by 
Stanford’s Law Forum. 

He devoted much of his speech 
to attacking parts of the book 
by Lane. 

Liebeler said “Rush to Judg- 
ment” is “dishonest” because 
"time after time after time” 
it makes accusations on just 
part of the information avail- 
able in the Warren Conimission 
Report. 

The profes.sor, who was as- 


sistant counsel to the Warren 
Commission, urged students In 
.study the fulF rec ord of the 2J- 
voTiime commission repor TTie- 
TSr e accepting L an e’s conc lu- 


sions. 

'“Anybody who reads it 
(Lane’s book) without going 
back to the record is doing him- 
self a disservice,” he said. “You 
read Lane’s book but nobody 
seems to want to read the re- 
port.” 

As for some conflicting reports 
on the shooting of Kennedy, he 
said: 

“There were witnesses all 
over the place who saw all kinds 
of things.” 

He said he personally thinks 
photos and X-rays of the Ken- 
nedy autopsy should be made 
a part of the record to help clearj 
up the doubts and he has a 


“hunch” they will be made p iib- 
irc~Ee_fdrp~Tnii IT ' 

NOT PERFECT 
Liebeler said he doesn’t con- 
.sider the Warren Commission 
Report “perfect” and admitted 
there were “bitter and some- 
times violent arguments” among 
staff members about the word- 
ing and contents of the report. 

But he insisted that the final 
conclusions are honest and were 
reached after thorough investi- 
gation.. He said that although 
“nothing is certain . . . the pro- 
babilities are overwhelming” 
that Kennedy was killed by one 
man — Lee Harvey Oswald. 

He said one reason for the 
success of books such as Lane’s 
is that there is a “credibility 
gap” and people “tend to doubt 
seriously what the governmem 
says.” ^ 
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Assassination 



By BOB ROSE 

Chicago Daily News 

LOS ANGELES — A 
former Warren Commis- 
sion staff member has 
launched a re-study of 
the assassination of 
President John F. Ken- 
nedy in an a 1 1 e m p t to 
answer the questions 
raised by two new 
books. 

Prof. Wesley J. Lieb- 
eler of the University 
of California law school 
here said be will be as- 
sisted by “two or three” 
full-time. a l g e s aiid~^ 
third-year law students . 

“We do not expect to 
turn up any new evi- 
dence, but we expect to 
clarify what wa.s found 
in the commission’s in- 


vestigation. said Liebel- 
er, who served as an as- 
s i s t a n t counsel on the 
commission’s staff. 

Liebeler rapped “dis- 
torions” and “misstate- 
ments” in two recent 
books critical of the 
Wan-en report, “Rush to 
Judgment” by attorney 
Mark Lane and “In- 
quest” by Edward Jay 
Epstein. , / 

The UCLA professor 
said he and fellow com- 
mission staff members 
have been appalled at 
the nature of subsequent 
attacks questioning tlie 
conclusion that Lee Hai'- 
vey Oswald was acting 
alone. 

L i e b e 1 e i-, an honor 
graduate of the Univer- 
'iity of Chicago law 


school in 1957. said lie 
agreed with the Com- 
mission’s conclusions: 
. but that he was unhappy 
about the way the repiort 
was written. 

The investigation was 
thorough, but there was 
.ajjl5{l.,in. lyrit ing ,t he_ re- 
__goi’t,” Liebeler said. 

"There’s evidence in 
_t_he r-_ecgrd n qt~ehfi^rel y 
reflectefi Jn the Warf-en 
repart. 

‘■'I’hal doesn't m e a n 
tliat it wasn't consid- 
ei’ed. 

“But it needs to be put 
m one concise place so 
that readers can look at 
it and make up their 
own minds.” 

Liebeler said Ins ’JO 
law students, members 
of a seminar on securi- 


ty. will each take a topic 
in the report, go througii 
the record and come up 
with an analysis of tlie 
evidence on each ques- 
tion. 

He said they will first 
go tlu-ough the 2B-volunie 
report itself and then 
into the Commission's 
working papers, now in 
t h e National .■\rchives, 
w h i c h he said mav he 
ai ailabl e for study with- 

~TiT~6inia\ s . 

Liebeler's prmci|ile 
job for the Commission 
was to write the chapter 
on Oswald’s background 
and possible motives 
plus a share of the chap- 
ter onapossible con- 
s p i r a c y. He said he 
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iia.sed on tite r«-study. 




